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ship, continued westward in pursuit of the Colon, which had run close
in shore, evidently seeking some good spot to beach if she should fail to
elude her pursuers.

This pursuit continued with increasing speed in the Brooklyn, Oregon,
and other ships, and soon the Brooklyn and Oregon were within long range
of the Colon, when the Oregon opened fire with her thirteen-inch guns,
landing a shell close to the Colon. A moment afterwards the Brooklyn
opened with her eight-inch guns, landing a shell just ahead of her. Sev-
eral other shells were fired at the Colon, now in range of the Brooklyn's
and Oregon's guns. Her commander, seeing all chances of escape cut off
and destruction awaiting Ms ship, fired a lee gun and struck her flag at
1.15 P. M., and ran ashore at a point some fifty miles west of Santiago.
Your flagship was coming up rapidly at the time, as were also the Texas
and Vixen. A little later, after your arrival, the Cristobal Colon, which
had struck to the Brooklyn and Oregon, was turned over to you as one
of the trophies of this great victory of the squadron tinder your command.
During my official visit, a little later. Commander Eaton, of the Reso-
lute, appeared and reported to you the presence of a Spanish battleship
near Altares. Your orders to me were to take the Oregon and go east-
ward and meet her, and this was done by the Brooklyn, with the result that
the vessel reported as an enemy was discovered to be the Austrian cruiser
Infanta Maria Teresa seeking the commander-in-chief.

I would mention for your consideration that the Brooklyn occupied
the most westward blockading position with the Vixen, and was exposed
for some minutes, possibly ten, to the gun-fire of three of the Spanish
ships and the west battery, at a range of 1,500 yards from the ships and
about 3,000 yards from the battery; but the vessels of the entire squadron
closing in rapidly soon diverted this fire and did magnificent work at close
range. I have never before witnessed such deadly and accurate shooting
as was done by the ships of your command as they closed in on the Spanish
squadron, and I deem it a high privilege to commend to you, for such
action as you may deem proper, the gallantry and dashing courage, the
prompt decision and skilful handling of their respective vessels, of Captain
Philip, Captain Evans, Captain Clark and, especially, of my chief of staff,
Captain Cook, who was directly under my personal observation and whose
coolness, promptness and courage were of the highest order. The dense
smoke of the combat shut out from my view the Indiana and the Glouces-
ter, but as these vessels were closer to your flagship no doubt their part
in the capture was under your immediate observation.

Lieutenant Sharp, commanding the Vixen, acted with conspicuous
courage. Although unable to engage the heavier ships of the enemy with
his light guns, nevertheless he was close into the battle line under heavy
fire, and many of the enemy's shells passed beyond his vessel.

I beg to invite special attention to the conduct of my flag lieutenant,
James H. Sears, and Ensign Edward McCauley, Jr., aid, who were con-
stantly at my side during the engagement and who exposed themselves
fearlessly in discharging their duties; and also to the splendid behavior